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closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quay/e, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 
1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed (on 13 November 2006) in this application after final rejection (mailed 
13 July 2006). Since this application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, 
and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office 
action has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.1 14. Applicant's submission filed on 13 
November 2006 has been entered. 



Priority 

2. Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S. C. 1 19(a)-(d), which papers 
have been placed of record in the file. 



3. 



Drawings 

The drawings were received on 27 October 2005. These drawings are acceptable. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

5. Claims 11,12, and 81 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Koyama et al (US 2001/0048408 Al). 

Regarding claim 1 1 5 Koyama discloses a signal line driver circuit [Fig. 1] comprising: a 
shift register [Fig. 1; First - Third Shift Registers]; a latch circuit [Fig. 1; LAT Portion], 
electrically connected to the shift register, comprising a plurality of pairs of current sources [Fig. 
5B], each of which is configured to receive a set signal [Fig. 5B; Control Signals 1 & 2] and a 
signal current [Fig. 5B; Input], and to control an output current value [Fig. 5B; Output] 
corresponding to the signal current (see Pages 5-6; Paragraphs 88-89); and a changing over 
circuit [Fig. 1; 10a] electrically connected to the plurality of pairs of current sources and a 
plurality of signal lines [Fig. 1; S001 - S640], wherein the changing over circuit selects one pair 
of current sources from the plurality of pairs of current sources for electrically connecting to 
each of the plurality of signal lines, and wherein the set signal is an output of the shift register 
(see Page 3; Paragraphs 50-53). 

Regarding claim 12, this claim is rejected by the reasoning applied in rejecting claim 11; 
furthermore, Koyama discloses a signal line driver circuit [Fig. 6] comprising: a shift register 
[Fig. 6; First - Third Shift Registers]; a latch circuit [Fig. 1; Latch Circuit Portion], electrically 
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connected to the shift register, comprising: a plurality of pairs of current sources [Fig. 5B], each 
of which is configured to receive a set signal [Fig. 5B; Control Signals 1 & 2] and a signal 
current [Fig. 5B; Input], and to control an output current value [Fig. 5B; Output] corresponding 
to the signal current (see Pages 5-6; Paragraphs 88-89); a first switch (see Fig. 5B) provided 
between the shift register and each of the plurality of pairs of current sources (see Pages 5-6; 
Paragraphs 88-89); and a second switch [Fig. 6; 20] (see Page 6; Paragraphs 90-92), and a 
changing over circuit [Fig. 6; 10c] electrically connected between the plurality of pairs of current 
sources through the second switch and a plurality of signal lines, wherein the changing over 
circuit selects one pair of current sources from the plurality of pairs of current sources for 
electrically connecting to each of the plurality of signal lines, wherein the set signal is an output 
of the shift register, and wherein the first and second switches are controlled by a latch pulse 
[Fig. 1; LP] (see Page 3; Paragraphs 50-53). 

Regarding claim 81, this claim is rejected by the reasoning applied in rejecting claims 1 1 
and 12; furthermore, Koyama discloses a signal line driver circuit [Fig. 1] comprising: a plurality 
of current source circuits [Fig. 5B], each of which is supplied a first current [Fig. 5B; Input] and 
supplies a second current [Fig. 5B; Output] corresponding to the first current (see Pages 5-6; 
Paragraphs 88-89); a plurality of signal lines [Fig. 1; S001 - S640]; and a selector circuit [Fig. 1; 
10a] electrically connected between the plurality of current source circuits and the plurality of 
signal lines, the selector circuit selecting one of the plurality of signal lines to which the second 
current is supplied (see Page 3; Paragraphs 50-53). 
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Response to Arguments 
6. Applicants 1 arguments filed 1 3 November 2006 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

The applicants contend, the cited prior art of Koyama et al (US 2001/0048408 Al), "does 
not describe or suggest [the newly added subject matter of] a current source configured to 
receive a set signal and a signal current, and to control an output current value corresponding 
to the signal current 11 (see Page 18 of the 'Amendment in Reply to Action of July 13, 2006' filed 
13 November 2006). However, the examiner respectfully disagrees. 

Koyama discloses a current source [Fig. 5B], which is configured to receive a set signal 
[Fig. 5B; Control Signals 1 & 2] and a signal current [Fig. 5B; Input], and to control an output 
current value [Fig. 5B; Output] corresponding to the signal current [Fig. 5B; Input] (see Pages 5- 
6; Paragraphs 88-89). 

By such reasoning, rejection of the claims is deemed necessary, proper, and thereby 
maintained at this time. 

Conclusion 

The applicants are hereby notified that the examiner's art unit has recently changed from 
Art Unit 2673 to Art Unit 2629, please direct all future correspondence accordingly. Thank you. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jeff Piziali whose telephone number is (571) 272-7678. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday (6:30AM - 3PM). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Bipin Shalwala can be reached on (571) 272-7681. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




Jeff Piziali 

12 January 2007 



